INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER I
*Mrs. Hawthorne's Tfyvisions of the English *N[ptebooks

DURING his residence of four years in England (from 1853 to
1857) Hawthorne did no creative writing. Perhaps he had writ-
ten himself out, for the time being (for The Scarlet Letter, The
House of the Seven Gables, and The Blithedale Romance had appeared
between 1850 and 1852), and needed a period of recuperation. Or possibly
new scenes and experiences in England (he had never been abroad before),
together with his duties as American consul at Liverpool, left no room
for creative effort. But he did find abundant time for his journal: "In the
evening/' he wrote on April 14, 1857, "I scrawled away at my Journal till
past ten o'clock;- for I have really made it a matter of conscience to keep
a tolerably full record of my travels/'1 This tolerably full record com-
prises more than 300,000 words.

Hawthorne's attitude toward the journal is interestingly revealed in
several letters to his friends. His record of observations and impressions
was too plain-spoken in its treatment of England and the English, he
thought, to publish, at least during his lifetime: "I keep a journal of all
my travels and adventures/' he wrote to W. D. Ticknor, "and I could
easily make up a couple of nice volumes for you; but, unluckily, they
would be much too good and true to bear publication. It would bring a
terrible hornet's nest about my ears/'2 Of his journal written during a
visit in London in 1856, Hawthorne said to Ticknor: ". . . [it] would be
worth a mint of money to you and me, if I could let you publish it"*
And to Ticknor, once more, he wrote: "Everything that I see in my
travels goes down into my journal; and I have now hundreds of pages,
which I would publish if the least of them were not too spicy/'4 To Miss
Elizabeth Peabody, Hawthorne expressed the same opinion: ". . . It [the
journal] is written with so free and truth-telling a pen that I never shall
dare to publish it. Perhaps parts of it shall be read to you, some winter
evening, after we get home/'5

When Hawthorne left England, in 1857, to go to Italy, where he was